Hemostatic changes in patients with end stage renal disease undergoing hemodialysis.
Patients undergoing hemodialysis may show both thrombotic complications and bleeding abnormalities. Hemostatic changes in patients on hemodialysis may result from alterations in vessel wall integrity and platelet function, and reduced blood flow in the native arteriovenous fistula. Vascular complications represent 20-25% of all hospitalizations of patients on hemodialysis. Literature survey revealed that changes in the hemostatic system may play a major role in vascular complications observed in these patients. Thus, it is essential to investigate hemostatic alterations in patients on hemodialysis so that adequate regimes for anticoagulant therapy could be implemented. In this review we discuss hemostatic abnormalities in end stage renal disease patients undergoing hemodialysis.